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VloatJy cloudy to-day and tc

much change in tempi
Highest temperature yesterday,
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OWEN FIGHTS MOVE
TO WIN DEMOCRATS
TO RADICAL MERGER

*

Drafts 'Progressive' Program
for Party to Follow

in 1924 Fight.

CURBS CORPORATIONS
I V

I I
Urges Expansion of Farm
Loans, Tax Revision and

Rail Rate Changes.

WILSON KEEPS SILENT

Friends Onnose Oklahoman's
Plan to Ratify Treaty

With Reservations.
i

By LOT7TS SI3IBOLD.
fiptcial Dispatch to, Tub Nrw Ynin TTratALO.

New York Herald Bureau. )
Wiuhlnirten. 1>. C.. Dec. £1. t

The first Democratic rejoinder to
the enticing radical Republican ges\tures looking to a "progressive combination"against the two older parties
was made to-day by Senator Robert
T(. Owon of Oklahoma. The most lmVortantfeature of the Democratic
counter proposal Is that it does not
hold out hope for a combination of
radicals of the two parties.
Senator Owen, who is author of the

Currency not, now in operation, and
who was an aspirant for the Preslden*Ialnomination of his party at San

Francisco, thinks the political situationof the country does not call for a

third party. He is quite convinced
that^Jhe chances of the Democratic
party for winning control of the Gov-
eminent In the next test are so prom-
ising that it can afford to frown on

overtures for a combination.
The Oklahoma Senator has prepared

a program which is intended to providethe basis for the adoption of a

definite policy to guide it in the treatmentof issues over which the conservative,tJio moderate-liberal and the
radical groups In the Republican party
will tight during the corning year. He
describes his program as "progressive,and not radical."

Wilson Remains Silent.
1 There 'is nvMwSmnocratie satisfactionover the Owen plan on the part
of the suppprters of former President
"Wilson than is manifested in the ap-

praisa' of it by Democratic leader s who

aro clamoring for a new deal. What:
Mr. Wilson tliinks about it is somethingelse again. What Mr. Wilson
thinks about anything political he

keeps sedulously to himself.
KlTorte to involve him in factional

discussions that divide the adherents
of his party in Congress have failed

completely. That he is keeping a

pretty close and appreciative e/e on

the Republican troubles is known to

persons who have talked with him .recently.What he thinks about the
various programs proposed by PresidentHarding, the radical Republican
groups in the H<*nateand various plans
Intended, to put his own party In fightingshape. Is a matter of conjecture.

It is wholly within reason that Mr.
Wilson, who was hulled as tlief progressiveMcs«\j his party ten years
ago, will exert the full measure of his
Influence to light any reactionary ven-
tures thut might creep Into Its managementor figure In the determination
of future policies. Mr. Wilson consistentlyfought against Ae Injection
of efforts to Involve his party in 'radicalexperiments of the sort that now
divide the Republican party. He was
far apart from" Mr. Hryan In Ills ap-!
pralsai of some of the Issues raised by
the Nebraska evangfllst. /

Itrcall Attack ou Hryan.
Political students even recall the

declaration opce made by Mr. Wilson
that Mr. Bryan "should be knocked
Into a cocked hat" because of his ad\ocacyof some of the wild schemes
that Influenced the Democratic party
to thrice nominate him for ^he Presidency.
Democratic leaders who will follow

the leadership of Mr. Wilson and not
that of Bryan, or evon Mr. Cox,
are confident he will support some
features of the plan proposed by SenatorOwen. Senator Owen stresses
the progressive feature of the programprepared by him to meet the
Republican overtures for a combinationorganised on radical lines. He
says:
"The first duty of the progressive

fteinocraoy Is to put a firm, strong
hand on the Interstate monopoly which
Interferes with production and dls-
tritmtlon and to establish machinery
by which to control thorn thoroughly,
t would be better even for predatory
monopoly and of cou j for honest big
business as well as the producers and
consumers to end tho abuses of con-j
trol by private monopoly."
WnnM Urease Corporations.
Among the renie»7ios suggested by

Mr Owen «h the bnsls for a new
Democratic program i« the enactment
of legislation requiring every Inter

tntecorporation to take out a license
tinder Condition* acrgptaWe to Congressand tlio Federal Trade Commission,with assurance that such corfporatlon shall observe the anti-trust
law and the rfgufnttons nffectinjf
their practices In commerce. The

.

Owen plan favors the enlargement of
tha Interstate Commerce Commission

Tin *

1'ontinned on Page Seven.
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Will Not Suppress Paper
That Attacked Hylan

Special Dispatch to T«» Nsw To«s Hjwald.
New York Herald Bureau. I

Washington. D. C.. Dec. St. (

MAYOR HYLAhT'S request to
Fedorid authorities to suppressthe Mayfield Weekly,

alleged to be a Ku Klux Klan paper
published by Senator-elect Mayfield
of Texas, will not be granted. Post
Office Department officials said they
had no authority in law to bar tlie
publication from the malls or to
deny the ftecond class postage rate.
Mayor Hylan, aroused by an attackupon him In the Mavfleld

Weekly, wrote the President about
It. His letter was turned over to
Postmaster-General Work. A formalreply will be sent the Mayor
enclosing the opinion of the Solicitorof the Post Office Department.
Press dispatches from Texas say

the paper In question Is not owned
or edited by Senator-elect Mayfield,
but by Col. Blllie Mayfield, a Texas
National Guardsman, who Is not
related to the Senator-electJ.

B. DUKE TO BUILD
GIANT POWER PLANT
$12,000,000 Dam at Lake in
Quebec to Eclipse Niagara

oV Muscle Shoals.

STATES WILL BENEFIT

Deal With Sir William Price
for Undertaking With Outputof 1,200,000 H. P.

A contract of International and industrialInterest has been signed betweenJames B. Duke of New York city
and the Quebec Development Company,
headed by Sir William l'nce, presiaent
of Price Bros. & Co., Ltd. of Quebec,
for the development of 1,200,000 horsepower,which will be generated by the
building of a great dam at the Grand
Discharge from Lako St. John, the
headwaters of the Saguenay River, In

Quebec.
This gigantic harnessing of waterpower,work on which will start at

once, not only will supply enough
power to electrify thoroughly the
Province of Quebec, but It Is quite possiblethat there will be a large surplus
which can be exported Into tho Unitod
States. The great factories of New

England may be able to utilize much
of this waterpower.

Besides his great tobacco Interests,
Mr. Duke, as president of the Southern
Power Company, has long been Interestedin the development of water

power on n large Bcule, while Sir WilliamPrice, as president of Price Bros.,

& Co., Ltd., one of the largest manufacturersof lumber and paper In the
world, has been for years Interested In

Saguenay development.

On completion of the dam a greater
horsepower will be developed than Is at

present being developed at N'tagaru
Kails. Moreover, thle American-Canadianpower will have eventually some

200,000 more horsepower than the much

advertised Muscle Shoals, If that ever

Is developed.
Price Braa. will erect two r.etv mtlla

for using th!» newly created power, and

their experts, after an exhaustive study
of the situation, figure that the saving
in coal alone to their company will be
In the neighborhood of $1,500,000 a year.

Tt will cost Price Bros. & Co., Ltd.,
something above $17.000 200 dollars to
effect the changes tn their mills .and to
build the new ones. They havg agreed
to take 200,000 of the newly created
horsepower, which Is the largest contractever made by a consumer for electricpower.

Dam to Cost f 12,000,000.
Inside of three years a dam costing

$12,000,000 and capable of developing
?no ooo horsenower will have been built
and the entire 1,200.000 horsepower will
come soon after. The water of l>ake 8t.
Johil will he ruined about twenty feet, ao

that no matter how thick the Ice freezes
there will alwaya be a steady flow to
the turbines. And. while the contract
hns only Just been signed, the contrafcta
for the necessary electrical equipment,
Ac.. are already being prepared. <
Of the eight officers and directors of

the company, aix are Americana and two
are Canadians. The company, which la
Incorporated under Canadian laws. >e

capitalised for $25.0fl9.MO, the entire
capital atock having been aubaerlbed by
Mr. Duke and by Sir IVIUIam I'rlce.

Mr. Duke'e water rlghta^re tlioae he
acquired from the late James H. Haggln.

wot LD ADMIT MORE ALIR1TI.
Speriol Mapr.trk tn Tub New Yoik Hebalp

Prrr*n*t.D. Mm*.. Dec. 21..President(Jarfleld of Wllllama College In an1
address* here to-night to electrical -nglneerssaid unakllled labor la too
highly paid. He urged opening the door
wider for Immigration.

Policeman Placed
Trails and Con

John Shaffmeyer of Jersey City is the
father of a twenty-year-old boy. but ho
la aleo a member of the Jersey City
Police Department and haa bees for
many vara. 80 yeeterday he went or
the wltneae stand aa a policeman and
gave tcetlmon.v that reaulted In a ver-
diet of guilty being brought In agalnat
hla aon. Parld. who waa accused of
ateallng Automobile tlrea. And then,
\p ahow hla appreciation of Rheffmeyer'sdevotion to duty. Judge I>aa-
arua of the Hudson County Court
placed the boy on probation, but aent
Kdward Flaher of 4* Fulton avenue,
Jeraey City, who waa convicted Jointly
aUh youhg Sheffmeyer, to the penllentlaryfor eighteen monthe.
The tlrea were atolen laet September

18 from the automobile aervlce atatlon
of Peon fierkovita at 311 fc'eavlew ave-1
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TAMMANY PREPARES
PLANTO MAKE STATE
SAFE Ft)R THE PARTY
Water Power Expected to

Develop Machine North
of Albany.

SMITH HAS FREE HAND
*

Hylan and Hearst to Be
Held by Fullest Homo

Rule Measures.

MILLIONS IN CONTRACTS

Public Improvements Mean
Lots of Patronage With

, Lucrative Jobs.

The Democratic program for State
»^nd city under the new political deal
which begins January 1 is now virtuallycomplete. Alfred E. Smith's
message to the Legislature outlining
its work for the first year is nearly
finished. The policies have been defined.
Tammany sees ahead a tremendous

amount of new patronage and millions
in contracts with which Charles P.
Murphy hopes to solidify the organization'shold on the State. The objectiveis to try to make this State
safely Democratic for years to come.
The Governor-elect is to have his

way in the legislation for which he
declared In his campaign. Restrictive
laws are to be killed or modified. The
Governor will have a tree hand on
his reform and labor policies. He Is
to be progressive from the start.
Mayor Hylan Is to be appeased and

the State and municipal administrations
held In lino for team work by liberal
application of home rule. The Mayor
will get his bus bill and may Hoon be
establishing bus lines to his heart's content.The home rule bills will mekn
subway and port development contracts
at an early date.

The Machine l'p State.
The up-State HemocratB are to have

water power development, a powerful
factor In building a political machine
where y»Iurphy always has been weakest.
William R. Hearst Is to be silenced

by adoption of his municipal ownership
policies In transit, port projects aigl
water power. The program covers much
of the legislation Hearst has been fight- '

Ing for In recent years. i

Through the enactment of the transit,
port development and water power bills
a triple purpose will be served. The
city administration will have unrestrictedauthority to go ahead with the
subway and port building projects. That
will mean millions In contracts In short
order all candled right here at home
without State regulation. The city's cry
for home rule will be met by the Democraticparty and the Oovernor will get
rlrl of the whole troublcaomo transit
problem.
The number of millions to be spent

will be limited only by the capacity of
the city for spending. The Hylan administrationhas three years to get out
the contracts . the Smith administration
In for two years. Tammany believe*
that In the next three years the bulk
of the contracts can be made and tleJ
up ugalnst any contingency which may
arise In the election of 13JG.

May Spend Half Billion.
Some figuring has been done along

this line, but none apparently lias tried
to tabulate Just what It moans. It is
estimated that the public Improvements
to bo covered In the bills now being
drafted and which will take years to
complete will represent eventually close
to half a billion. There wil be anywhorefrym $2001000,000 to $800,000,000
In subways and buses before the Job Is
finished. Another $100,000,000 will go
I*to the port development project In the
course of a few years. Probably another
$100,000,000 will be sperft in water
power development If the State embarks
on ft State owned policy such an will be
covered by the administration's bill.
Only on the question of liquor loglsla-

tion la there uncertainty how to proceed.
One faction wnnta the Mullan-Uagc
State enforcement law repealed. The
outcome may be a recommendation for a
referendum on the wet and dry queajtlon which will let the administration'
out for two yeara and have no effect
one way or another.
Water power development always haa

been looked upon an offering wonderful
possibilities for political machine build-1
Ing. Tammany haa been reaching to-
ward It for year#. Now the organisationapparently la prepare^ to go all tha
way In capturing and capitalising the
project. If the plan rarrlea It will pro-
vide thousand# of little Jobe. exactly the
thing Murphy alwaya haa lacked for Ma
upatato organisation.

on Theft Case
victs His Own Son
nue, Jersey City. Patrolman Sheff- j
rneyCr wan assigned to Investigate the
caae, a rut ItNvss only a few days later
that he found evidence which Indicated
to him that the trail would lead stralrht
tc hie own home and to hie only eon. 1
Hut he kept on. He did not even ank t

to be taken off the cane. He ate with t
hie' son and he slept In the name house <

with him night after night, and during
the day he was working, gathering ev1-
dence that more and more proved that t
the boy had had something to do with t
the theft. (

Finally the boy was arrested. The '

actual arrest Was made by another
policeman, but the other man could :

not give testimony for Sheffmsyer. Ha
the policeman went on the stand and J
told what he had done and how he had (
leapifd the guilt of hla own ton. " i
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All Keas in Michigan Jan
Released for Holidays

«
Special Dispatch to The New toil Hxba!_».

Benton harbor, Mich., Dec.
21..All the remaining CommunistsIn the Berrien coun-

ty jail, at St. Joseph, Mich., were

released under a Joint 125,000 bond
this afternoon to enjoy the Christ-
mas holidays at horn5. The reds
were Joseph Zaak, Norman Tallen-
tir, Charles Erlckson, Seth Nordllngand Eugene Bechtold. who

wpfre among those seised last AugustIn the raid at Brtdgman. Their
trial will begin January 16.

RECORDS SMASHED
BY CHRISTMAS MAIL

One 24 Hour Period Shows
Huge Volume of Business

in the City.

NO CONGESTION SO FAR

Two Armories Taken Over
and Excess Is Handled by

Extra Forces.

Christmas mall for a period of
twenty-four hours this week averaged
ibore than 200 per cent. In excess of
that handled the same day two years
ago. Yesterday and to-day will mark
the peak of the deliveries, after which
there will be a sudden decline, due to
the "mall early" campaign waged by
Postmaster Kdward" M Morgan. The
number of parcels mailed yesterday
was 1.0fil,933. which 1h an Increase of
35 per cent, over the same day last
year. Two armories have been taken
over by tho department to facilitate
the delivery and forwarding of letters,
papers and parcels. ,

"There Is a 35 per cent increase In
the number of parcels handled yesterday,"said Peter McGurty, acting super-
intendent of mails, "as compared with
the same day last year. To-day and to-

morrow arc the big letter days of the
year. We are receiving approximately
six million letters dally, which Is one

million more than the average number,
The receipts for the first seventeen days
of December are greater by 3293.000
than last year.

"Registered mall shows an Increase of
40 per cent, over last year, according to
figures of yesterday, compared with
December IS. 1621. We have S46 Governmentowned automobile trucks and
77 horse drawn trucks In the regular
Christmas service. The horse drawn
trucks carry the regular parcel post
loads In the downtown district where
traffic Is slow. Besides this fleet we

have approximately 100 horse drawn
trucks hired for delivery purposes In the
residential districts. This post office
bandies all the mall for Manhattan and
The Bronx and It Is far too small for
our needs. The Government Is trying to
get hold of property In Ninth uvenuc belowThirty-third street, on which to
build an annex additional.
"Our fleet for delivery yesterday 1

showed that we had 317 out of 327 ]
rood working avrrtfe. Weather condi-
Hons have been in our favor. The pneumatictube with sixteen stations has
greatly facilitated the handling of mall,
"The Improvement lit wrapping and

addressing packages and letters has
greatly facilitated delivery. At no time
las there been congestion in the
handling of mall and all channels are
cleAr. If the publli will continue to
mall eurly we will be able to curtail our
force Sunday and Christmas. There will

beonly one delivery Christmas Day. '

This -will Include both letters and par- 1
eels.
"Two steamships, Lh Bourdonnals of

the French Line and the Kstonla of the
White Star Line, arrived to-day bringing.1,500 sacks of Christmas mall. Yesterday120 full storage cara of mail left
the city with approximately 84,000 sacks c
of mall, both parcels and papers. c
"New York receives us much mail at, r

she sends. We handle about 8,000,000 t
pieces a day. of which 1,000,000 stay here t
while I.OOn.OlX are forwarded and 3,000,000 a
are received."
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BUTLER IS CONFIRMED; '

KU KLUX OPPOSED HIM

Nomination to Supreme Bench J
Upheld, 61 to 8.

Hpicial Dltpatch to Tub Njw Yosk IIsaALD 1

New York Herald Ilorean, 1
Washington. p. C.. Iter. SI. I <

Despite a last minute opposition drive
by the Ku Klux Klan the Senate to-day f
confirmed the nomination of Pierce But- '

ler of St. Paul, Minn., as an Associate '

Justice of the Supreme Court by a vote '

of 81 to 8. He will succeed Justice ^
William H. Day who recently realgned. j

tin, il- \xmm Koan mmoPixl for mm.) '

Jay* that the Ku Klu* Klan wm secretly 1

back of the fight on Mr. Butler that v

organisation did not nhow Its head until v

to-day. when the mall of the Senators. 1

especially those from the Southern
States, was loaded down wttli protests
from the Klan. The tnaln reaaon for
the Klan flKht, It Is said. Is the fart '

that Mr. Butler la a Woman Catholic.
Several Senators admitted frankly that f
the Klan had urged them to vote against a

Mr. Butler In letters received to-day. , t
Senator I<a Follette led the flgh* r

against confirmation of Mr. Butler and t
be was defended hy Senator Nelson and C
Senator Walsh (Mont.). t

GETS A MINUTE FREEDOM \
BY CHRISTMAS PARDON «

fc

Man Rearrented on Old v

Charge at He Leaven Prinon. <

t
Five of the Sing Sing convicts who 5

lave been pardoned hy »iov. Miller were
cleaned yesterday and started to their /
inmex to he with their families on (
Christmas Day. f
One man who had expected to leave. \

Rklward Stoeckle of Nassau county, wai
earrested at the prison gates and went (
:o Manhattan to answer to a warrant j,
charging grand larceny In the second 0
legree. The warrant was Issued by t
fudge Craln of Oenerat Sessions t

"The Mfery »( a Ten of Coal".an later
Mingsnit timely article on the progress of

he real Industry In the United ftstea, nrst =
In TV. M.,V Vorli Hr» !

l copy from youf n«-.vsdiw)«r no ..Adv. "
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MCKLE AT WORK
TO RETURN TO FILMS;
PROTESTS SPREADING
Pinialiiniv \Tow Pi^lnro fnr
* AIIIOAIAII^ il V X 1VVI11V

Release in Six Weeks,
Despite Criticism.

EXHIBITORS SURPRISED

Say 'Comeback' of 'Patty',
'Pardoned' by Hays, Is

Up to Public.

THREE SHOWS ON IAP

Dispatches From All Over
Country Show Women's

Clubs Indignant.

While a storm of protest was g-athsrlngagainst the return of Roseoe
(Fntfv\ Arriuoklo tr> the films in this

:lty and other sections of the country,
it was learned yesterday from a source

Inside the film Industry that the rotundcomedian la making ready to
finish a new picture for release. In
about six wheks. He han been quietly
preparing to produce a nfw comedy
during the last few weeks. It was said.
In anticipation that Will II. Hays
might grant his plea for a "pardon."
There was nothing to Indicate that

fatty had been acting before the
camera In Hollywood, but simply had
ieen finishing the early preliminaries
no that the picture could he "shot" as

speedily as possible. The fact that his:
manager, Joseph M. Schenck, left hero
for the coast last Monday is taken
as confirmation of the report that
studio work would commence soon.

His pictures. It was learned, will be

distributed again by Paramount and
not by Associated First National, as one

erroneous report had It. Hchenck releaseshis production for Norma nn>l
Constance Talmadge through First National,but the arrangement for Arbuekle
was made with Paramount and still
holds.

No Plans, Paramount Sara.

At the local offices of Paramount
It was said that no decision hud been
officially reached as to their future
action with regard to Arbuekle, end thut
r,o plans hud been made as to the
marketing of the three completed pielureswhich were shelve*.; a ter he was

acquitted or. charges of inmudaugntsr
growing out of the death of Virginia
Rapp«.

hater, It Is expected If his first new
picture succeeds-, the three other Arbueklepictures will be released, but
»o unostentatiously that most fans will
not recall they were ready while his
irlal was still fresh in the public mind.
If the New York public shows a willingnessto forret bygones during his next
production It Is confidently believed In
Ihe film trade that the rest of the
Bountry will follow suit. In the meantimeParamount officials are holding
back in order to observe the uttltude of
the public and the exhibitors.
An adverse viewpoint was expressed

sn the part of exhibitors yesterday by
the Motion Picture Theater Owners of
America at 122 West Forty-third street
in the following statement:
"We at the national headquarters ot

the Motion Picture Theat»r Owners of
America were much surprised to learn
jf Will H. Hays's move to reinstate
Roscoe ("Fatty") Arhuckle as a motion
jlcture actor as the same was revealed
n the articles front Los Angeles In the
tiewspapers to-day.

Qneatlon L'p to People,
"As theater owners having the only

llrect contact with the public, we know
>f no new developments to change the
ninds of the people on the Arhuckle situation.As the public alone constitute
he Judges of what should or should not
tppear on the sere n the a nerlcan penilewill determine whether or not they
vant Arhuckle Alms. No act of any oflclalcan make up the public mind In
his matter.
"Telegrams coming to the national ofIceof the Motion llcture Theater Ountsof America indlcat: general opposllonto the return of Arbuckle to the

icreen. We are now awaiting a more
'onArol ** nn»««l<hn r,f r»nlnir»fi thin rfl.

atlon, hh the same is being obtained
rom the public by thenter owners In
llfTerent States anil districts."
The New York State Censorship Comnlssrlnnhas taken the stand that Arluckle'apictures, under the law. could

>e barred by It only If each picture
rom Its own character was offensive,
t similar position was taken yesterday
>y William J. Brennan. Director of PuoIcSafety for Newark. He said that
whether or not pictures of Arbuckle
could be shown In that city would rest
vlth 'he Theatrical Managers A.s.«"<-iaIon,u local organization
Can Har Only Obscene Films.
Director Brennar pointed out that alhoughhis department Is authorized to

zeroise a oeml-officlal censorship of
llms. be coOld not stop the showing of
in Arbuckle picture here unless the pleureItself was obscene. He would have
10 power to act on any other basis, alhoughhis department could apply to the
"hancsry Court here for an Injunction
o prevent showing of the picture.
No official action has been taken by

he New York City Federation of
Vomen's Clubs, but one of the officers
aid last night that the question had
>een discussed Informally smong the
nembers und the consensus of opinion'
.as opposed 'o Arhuekle's return

Women of Lot Angeles
To Continue Opposition.

Ano8i.e». Pee. 21..The
ingcle* dlatrlct Federation of Women'*
,'lub* «nnii»nr»d It could "not recede
rom It* oppo*ltlon" to plan* for the reamof Rniwoe Arhuckle to the film*.
Mm. J. C. T'rqhart, preatdent of the

llatrlct, *ald that although Arbueltla
Alwn acquitted of faunlng the death
1^'lrglnla Itappe. aoreen actre**, tha
natl.nony "«a» of such a character na
o bar him forever from appearing be-.

( on tin tied on I'mye Fight.

IMtMt H*T. Wortit Center of aporb W ,i

dar.ui ylt.-o fir >o-.r holiday*..Aiv.

ERAL
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POINCARE INSIS
IS FREE TO AC!
REPARATIONS

Senate Supports Premier's
Depend on United States,

Has Ruined Herself t

Paris, Dec. 21 (Associated Press)..I
"France is no longer forced to wait
upon America for a solution of the InteralliedEuropean debts, which arc

closely bound up with the question of
reparations," Premier Polncare told the
Senate to-day In a restatement of the
contry's position. The Senate later voted
confidence, by a show of hands, In the
Premier's policy. ,

The Interallied debts, M. Poincare
aald, would be discussed at the resumptionof the Premiers' conference here on
January 2. P'rance had found a freer
field In this respect than before, as she
no longer met with a fiat refusal from
her allies to discuss the question. It
was for this reason that she was rto
longer forced to await action by the
United States for a solution.
The Premier began his declaration?

after a question by Senator Japy. who
aid occupation of the Ruhr district of
Germany as a guaranty for payment
of reparations would be useless, as It
would he sufficient merely to prevent
anything leaving the Ituhr without the
permission of tho Allies.

M. Polncare asserted that Germany
had persevered In her faults and had
obstinately continued to abuse her op-
portunlties; the great Industrial mag-
nates had become wealthy at the expenseof the nation.
Germany had systematically ruined

MYSTERY WOMAN IN S
NORTHCLIFFE SUIT!

I
Appears Unexpectedly in Court

and Demands Permission
to File Caveat.

WITHHOLDS PART1CILA US

Tfujfe Profits Said to Have
Tieen Made in Sole of London

'Times' Stock.

Special Cable to The New Yosk Hr.«Arj>.
Copprfirhf, /Si!. 6y Tub New Vn*K Hkrai.B.

New York Herald Ittirreu, I
London, lire. 21. (

What was expected to bo a definite
step toward the settlement of the estateof the late Uord Northcllffe was

hlndereu to-day by the unexpected ap-
pearntice In the Probate Court of Mrs.

IC. A. Thomas, who asserted that she
had a claim on the estate and sought
to prove that I.<oril Northcllffe had!
been under undue Influence In making
his will.
Upon tho first appearance of Mrs.

Thomas In the morning there was a

hurried whispering among the barrls[tars and solicitors representing Lady
Northcllffe and the trustees of the other
interests. Bur the woman, dressed In
black, maintained her composure and
told air Henry £)uke, who was presiding,
that she wished to file a caveat. Th<r
Judge told her she would have a later
opportunity for presenting her caveat,
The court then heard the formal proof
of the signature on the will and the
four codicils.
Mrs. Thomas told reporters that she

lived in Brixton, a London suburb, and
that she had a claim on Lord North-
cllffe.
To-day's Intervention apparently was

unexpected. It was understood that the
et.se would ncl be Drought formally be-
fore the court until a practical agree-
tnent had been reached by all parties
concerned. It Is reported that the sale
of the Times was necessary In order
to" carry out the terms of "certain allowances"which Lord Northcllffe
wanted to have continued. It Is not j
krown whether Mrs. Thomas Is the
same woman who attended the North-
cllffo funeral, veiled anu^ ftocomjiHnc-u
liy two younger persons Though she
was shown the utmost consideration In
the funeral arrangements she did not
form a part of any of the family groups
and was not mentioned In any of the
lists of guests.
The Daily Exprtaa says that contrary

to the general belief, Lord Northollffe's
ownership of the Times was a profitable
on", "ills original Interest In the Times
up to June. 1922." |t says, "was 550,
000 i.rdlaary shares out of a total of
600,000 one pound shares Issued. The
purchase price was i 00,000 pounds
sterling. The Walter estate owned 200.,000 ordinary shares. In June, however,
he bought the whole Walter Interest of
200,000 shares at par, paying £200,000
cash. His Interest In the Times thus
became 6B0.&00 ordinary shares and lils
capital and total Investment amounted
to (600.000.
The newspaper adds that this Interest

was sold to Lord Astor and others for
£1.3BO.0u0. representing a net profit o'

£760,000 on the whole NorthcIKT" InterestIn the Times, and continues: "Hut
what is more remarkable still Is tha'
the 200,000 Walter shares., which were 1
bought at 20 shillings by Lord North;ellffe In June, were sold five months
later at B0 shillings, representing a

profit of £3( 0,000."
The Daily Krprrae says that Lord

Astor'n entire payments for the control
of tiia Time*, Including the Ellerman
share*. tot"'*1' fl.6M.000.
The difficulty In the way of a forma!

proof of I/ord Nor'hrllffe'* will lira Ir.
the manner In which the four codicils 1
wre drawn. The Judge made It clear
In icmntlnK an adjournment to a later
date that It be agreed that Mm. Thftmar
and other litigant* would no' be
rrejudlcert by the evidence on the sign*
lure* submitted to-day. All witnesses
teatlflecl Jx.rd Northcllffe waa In sound
mind when the rodlclla were slrned.

ASBURY PARK HOTEL BURNS.

Hier'il Plsjiifrti to Tita Nitw Tors HitaAt.D. if
AsnvHT I'arr. Deo. 21. The Oarer-

don Hotel, n four story structure, w«« (
destroyed by fire of MMfelermlned <
origin this afternoon. The loss was

$#0,000. Efforts to save adjoining t
structures were successful. t
The building was owned by Morris

T/^vlne, proprietor of a t^Vesrood hotel, r

U.wtfca closed for the reason. Ii
t
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<TSFRANCE ,

r ON GERMAN ,
WITHOUT U.S. I
View That She Need Not I
While He Says Germany
o Escape Payments.
herself to osrap* the payment of repa-
ration*. Shr had rallefl to ruinu nc.

engagements, and the schedule of payment*ukreed upon In May, 1921, had be-
come a dead letter.
"We cannot continue to leave our fel- 11

low citizen* without sufficient shelter."
exclaimed the Pren:l<*\ raisins his voice.
"The work ordered ought to be continuedar.d finished, and for this Gevmanymust pay us. She has State prop- J
erty which the Versailles Treaty sanctionsbeing alloted for reparations underan article which forbids her to send
any gold from the country without the
authorization of the Reparations Commission.But this article she has not
respected."

M. Poincare treated the Idea that
Franco desired to stifle Ormany as J
ridiculous calumny. "We have no wish
to ruin Germany," he said, "but we are

not willing that, sheltered to-day behind
her apparent poverty, she may jeer at -j
our real poverty In a few years' time."
He added that France welcomed the
Idea of Germany raising loans. Internal
or external, "but it is desirable for Germanyto pay morsels of her capital In-
stead of crumbs or annuities."

"This," he continued, "does not mear.
to say that payment of reparations
should be put in the hands of bankers. 1

It ought to be regulated by the Govern-
ments Interested, aided by the Repara-
tlons Commission. This question will
be dealt with January 2." j

COMMERCE CHAMBER :
SUPPORTS U.S. ACTION;
President Barnes Says Move '

to Solve Reparations Is
Due to America.

PLEDGES IT IS ASSISTANCE

i
Administration Is Exploring it
Every Avenue of Hopeful

Progress to Pence.
i

j,
Julius H. Barnes, president of the

Chamber of Commerce of the United
States, credits entirely to American
Utwn.M,.* lnAl.1,,9 II

survey of economic conditions in Germanyto serve as the basis for a new

reparations treaty.
He says it is a mistake to attribute

the suggestion to German Chancellor
Cuno and pledges his organization to
fhe support of any action the t'nited
States Government is willing to take.
The statement follows:

"This report probably originates in
the recognition by all countries that a

definite settlement of the reparations
problem would be a considerable gale
or. the road to world recovery. It Is
natural that business organizations of
the world should look, for aid in determiningreparations, to America, which
refused at the outset to share in reparations.and therefore has no self-interest
in the question. (

"It is manifest that our American
Administration is properly exploring
every avenue of hopeful progress in
reaching a determination, in accord
with France and the other Allies, but
It is certainly a mistake to say that
such efforts have been suggested by
Chancellor Cuno or by any German
authority. The action of the Ameri-
can Government Is certainly not based
on German initiative, but is Inspired
uraouDteniy by tne belter that the peace
of the world and the recovery of the
Allies, could be greatly facilitated by a
settlement of the reparation* question.
"The Chamber of Commerce of the

United State*, representing the business
men of America, stands ready. If culled
on, as Indeed all other business organizationsundoubtedly do, to assist In
such an effort."

TAFT HAS OPERATION;
REPORTED RECOVERING

Effort at Secrecy Fails as
He Leaves Hospital.

special Dispatch to Tub N'zw York Hmuld.
»»' York Herald Bureau. 1

Washington. D. brr. si.
Chief Justice Taft la recovering fron.

an operation for gall stones performed
at Garfield Hospital last week New* of
the operation was kept from all but his
closest friends until to-day.
An effort was made to keep the operationa secret at least until Mr. Taft

had recovered and returned to his place
In the United States Supreme Court, but
the information became public when Mr.
Taft left the hospital to return to hie
residence. The operation was success-
ful, Mr. Taft's friends said. It la expectedhe. will be able to be around In
his room within a week and be back In
rourt about the middle of January.

TWO MISSING AIRMEN
FOUND DEAD IN PLANE

I of. Marshall and LieutWebberWrecked in Arizona.

Han Francisco, Doc. 21. -Tlio charred,
jodica of Col. Francis N. Mai*) all and i
Ueut. Charles Webber. missing aviators,
hav boon found In the Pspairo Indian <

reservation it bout seventy-five miles |
south of Tucson, Arl*., the Southern Pa- I
olflo railroad offices here were ailvlsed
this afternoon In dispatches from Tuc- t
son. ' <
A cowboy caina upon the bodies In

the wre' kaae of the airplane near whnf <
Is known as Indian Oasis.
Col. Marshall, attached to the staff i

>f the chief of cavalry at Washington. 1
>nd Lieut Webber of the air service left
«.'«n Diego at ?:1S o'clock December 7
or a flight to Fort Huachuca near Tus-
on.
Col. Marshall commanded u brigade of

he First and Second dlvlalona In France
'r«»m 1P17 to l»l>.
lAeut Webber whs an experienced i

rosa-eountry nllot. Tfe was B7 ,,-es\rs old Is
ind a native orPenver.

1

T IN ITS HISTORY. V
c Herald, with all that \\«i ^
in intertwined with it, and
alized, is a bigger and better
ewspaper than ever before,

?VTC f THHEE CBNT8
IO . WITHIN 300 MILEf.

I roril CENTS ELiEWKEM,

1ER1CA CONFIDENT
iUROPE WILL ACCEPT
NDEMNITV ARBITERS
Negotiations Reach the
Point, Where Definite
Program Is Expected.

t

SO OFFICIAL ACT YET

Hughes Denies OovemnientHas,Suggested V. S.
Experts for Reparations.

BOHAH ASKS CONFERENCE

Bequests Economic Discussion
.French View Turning to '

Final Solution.

5pcc.nl Dispatchi to T;m Nkw Toik Kn>:.i.
N«w lurk H<-r«ld Bor.an, )

YVtmhington. I). l)rr. g|. (
The plant* of the Administration for

i!d to Europe in settling the repara:ion8problem are taking concrete
[orm The indirect negotiations betweenWashington and I.ondon, Berinand Paris have reached the point
vhere the announcement of a projiammay be expected.
In spite of denials and partial delialsby officials of. reports from Lonlonthat tlie United States has sug<estedthe feasibility of a commission

)f American business men to assist in
hiding a new basis for a reparations
igreement after a study of the sltuaionin Germany, It was learned that
inch a proposal has received and Is
eceiving consideration abroad.

I". S. Sot Yet Made Proposal.
A statement covering this point wad

.sued bv Seoretsirv of State Huihas
:o-night. He said:
"The Department of Rtate cannnt

Ilscuse tentative proposals which are

nade to It with respect to the Europeansituation. The report that this
Government had presented to othe?
Governments a proposal for an Americancommission is unfounded. Of
course. It follows that no assent of any
other Government to such a proposal
has been received."'
Out of the crop of reports and denialsof them, ono foot stood out,

namely, that tfr'a Government >

strongly wedded to the belief that the
most promising avenue to a solution
Df the reparations problem Is for all
(he Governments concerned to accept
the decision of business experts who
would disassociate tho problem from
politics.
Senator Borah to-day offered as an

amendment to the naval appropriationbill a proposal for an Internationalconference to consider economic,
financial and business problems. InductingGerman reparations, as well
us reduction of land, sea and aerial
irmaments.

Cham ber's It rcum niemintion.

Notwithstanding the secrecy v 1th
which officials cover what Is being dona
it was indicated that, the Chamber of
Commerce of the United States had submittedto the State Department a proposalthat a commission of American
business men should go to Berlin to
study economic conditions and make rec

pmmendatlons as to what tire paying
rapacity of Germany Is, this rccommenlutlonto be made the basis of a new

adjustment.
Whether or rot tt was contemn.atad

that Secretary Hoover should head the
orrimlrtsloti la not clear. Mr. HooVer
al«l to-day that he had not heard of
inch a proporal, and If It lind taken
Wlnite form he probably would have
ieard of It. Thin statement, however,
I'd not militate against the belief that
he commission Idea la under consideration.
There was nothing to gainsay this in

i statement, to-day from .Tultus II.
ftarnes. president of the Chamber o*.
,'ommerce of the United States. MP.
Barnes's denial was confined to the rev>rttha' the proposal fer an American
ommlsslon was Inspired by Chancellor

.7(1110.
Mr. Harnee and Rlllott Qoodwln. see

etary-generalof the chamber, con
ultedSecretary Hughes rrlor to tha

,M»lt of J. I' Morgan to the Stat® De- '

nartinent. and the optimistic statement
'rum the White House on which the
lope of American sld In the crisis was
meed, followed these visits.

Officials of the State Ihepartment
confined themselves to-day to the
«taternent that many recommendations
for a reparations solution had been receivedbut that fhcy had not submitted
i proposal for an American commission
in the request of Chancellor Cuno and
lhat Great Brits In. therefore, could not
have accepted It. Beyond this and the
tstement that the Government is still
exploring avenues they would not go.

(ioTtrnmrst I'aeors Idea.

Th- denials were explained on th®
hypothesis that the discussions under
say have !efn Indirect and have not
reached the stage where they could bo
referred to as "proposals" or "negotla:lons."Tt 1* clear, however, that tho
-ommlsslon Iden as a means of dlvorcngreparations from politics is to th®
'ni' that the United Stntes looks on
t with approval as the means of media
lion and that the powers are Informed
if this country's attitude

It was denied officially that thlr
government line asked Amhassadn'
Jusserand of France to suggest to hlr
tnvernir.eiratuuiiHiun i'i

innkTK, wliVn failed to eecttrc an adlustmrntlast June, should be reconvened.This, however. Is nne of the
avenues halnff explored Whether the
r>ropose<l ronv/nlaslon of American bajrl
ness men la Intended to not by Ite"'..
and mediate be reparation* Is not el»*'
rhero l« IW other alternative of euc'n
a commtaaw.n net In* In harmony with
per* rommlaatnna of the othe^Powerutidttno circumstances avftld thh*

I -i. i.a-,. .*.*&


